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Academic education including academic degrees 
1979 – 1986 Study of Biochemistry - Tübingen and Munich (Dipl. Biochem.) 
 
Scientific graduation 
1989 Dr. rer. nat. (summa cum laude) Max Planck Institute for Developmental Biology 

and University of Tübingen 
 
Employment 
Since 1996  Full Professor of Developmental Biology, University of Freiburg 
1991 – 1996 Assistant Professor Harvard Medical School and Massachusetts General Hospital, 

Boston 
1990 – 1991  Postdoc Institute of Neurosciences, University of Oregon, USA 
1989 – 1990  Postdoc at the MPI for Developmental Biology, Tübingen 
 
Other activities, awards and honours 
2020 Elected EMBO Member  
since 2019 Member of Speaker Team, CIBSS ExStra Cluster  
2019 – 2023 Elected Member of Senate, University of Freiburg 
2018 – 2019 Dean, Faculty of Biology, University of Freiburg 
2007 – 2018 Coordinator (2007-2012) / Co-Coordinator (2012-17) of Research Area B 

"Supracellular Signalling Systems" of EXC-294 BIOSS; Member of the BIOSS 
Steering Board 

2014 – 2016  Dean, Faculty of Biology, University of Freiburg 
2014 – 2020 Member Advisory Board of Current Topics in Developmental Biology 
2005 – 2019 Member, Board of Directors, Zentrum für BioSystemAnalyse ZBSA University of 

Freiburg 
2002 – 2005 Coordinator of the Initiative for "Zentrum für BioSystemAnalyse (ZBSA)”. Secured 

funding for Research Building in Competition “Lebenswissenschaftliche Zentren” 
Zukunftsoffensive III, State of Baden-Württemberg 

2001 – 2012 Initiator and Speaker of SFB 592 - Signalling Mechanisms in Embryogenesis and 
Organogenesis (DFG Coordinated Research Center / CRC) 

1998 – 1999  President, German Society for Developmental Biology 
Since 1998 Member Editorial Board of Developmental Biology 
1997  Otto Mangold Award of the German Society for Developmental Biology 
1996 Co-Founder, DeveloGen AG, Göttingen, Germany 
1988  Otto Hahn Award of the Max-Planck-Society 
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